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Sec. 24-633. Expansion/improvements to nonconforming uses. 

(a) Restriction for structure. A nonconforming use may be extended throughout any part of a structure originally 
arranged or designed for such activity; provided, that current parking requirements shall be adhered to upon 
such extension.  

(b) Restriction for area. Any permitted expansion shall occur only on the lot occupied by the nonconforming use 
or structure and no area of any lot not originally devoted to the nonconforming use shall be utilized for any 
aspect of such expansion notwithstanding the combination of lots to bring a nonconforming structure into 
compliance.  

(c) One-family dwellings. For a nonconforming one-family dwelling use, the dwelling may be expanded without 
limitation, except as provided for in this chapter. In addition, new or expanded residential accessory 
structures and uses (such as a storage shed, garage, swimming pool, etc.) may be permitted subject to the 
provisions of this chapter. Expansion of the dwelling and new or expanded accessory structures and uses 
shall meet all current zoning requirements, including height, yard and setbacks, for the zoning district in 
which they are located or the R-1 zoning district if such dwelling is not located in a zoning district where a 
residential use is permitted. In no case shall a nonconforming one-family dwelling be modified to 
accommodate additional dwelling units.  

(d) Business or industrial uses. For uses in any district where the activity is permitted in the zoning district in 
which the lot is located, but where the current zoning requirements (including, but not limited to, parking, 
yards, setbacks, landscaping, screening and buffering, height, signs, lot coverage, connection to public sewer 
and water) are not met, expansion of the building, and expansion of the land area within the lot devoted to 
activities other than buildings, may be approved, provided all current zoning requirements applicable to the 
expansion are met.  

(e) Businesses or industrial uses not connected to public water and sewer. Expansion of a use meeting all zoning 
requirements except for connection to public water and public sewer may be permitted upon approval of a 
special use permit excepting the use from the public water and public sewer requirements.  

(f) Expansion allowance resulting from right-of-way dedication. Existing business or industrial uses which are 
permitted within any district and which have been made nonconforming with respect to open space, 
perimeter landscape requirements or setback requirements as a result of a right-of-way dedication to the 
county or the Virginia Department of Transportation without compensation shall be allowed to expand in 
accordance with the current zoning ordinance under the conditions which existed prior to the dedication.  

(g) Miscellaneous changes. Minor alterations, cosmetic modifications, interior renovations and similar changes 
for nonconforming uses or structures may be permitted, subject to the following standards:  

(1) Such changes shall not increase the land area occupied by any aspect of the nonconforming use and 
shall not increase the gross floor area of any nonconforming structure; and,  

(2) Such construction shall meet all current zoning ordinance requirements for the zoning district in which 
the nonconforming use is located or the zoning district assigned by the zoning administrator as a part 
of the nonconforming use verification process, whichever requirements are more strict.  

(h) Expansion required by law. Improvements may be made to the nonconforming use or structure for the sole 
purpose of accessibility or public safety when such improvements are necessitated by a local, state, or 
federal law. Such improvements may be approved by the zoning administrator and are not subject to 
paragraphs (d) and (g) of this section. 

(i) Expansion allowance for Community Character Corridor-Open/Agricultural.  Existing structures or uses that 
are permitted within any district and which have been made nonconforming as a result of the establishment 



 

 

 
    Created: 2023-02-24 16:07:08 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 65) 

 
Page 2 of 2 

of the  setback requirements per Sec. 24-215 (c) shall be allowed to expand, provided the expansion does not 
further encroach within the setback.  

(Ord. No. 31A-188, 4-13-99; Ord. No. 31A-268, 6-12-12) 
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